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Nonprofits await tax law’s effect 


Change to standard deduction may mean 
fewer donations by itemizing taxpayers 


Jason Stein Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


Milwaukee charities are waiting to 
see if the federal tax law will give them a 
short-term boost — and a long-term 
pinch. 

When the tax legislation signed by 
President Donald Trump takes effect 
Monday, it will shift the incentives for 
charitable giving for many taxpayers. 

That’s left nonprofits hustling to 


make sure their donors understand 
those changes and consider whether 
they should move up their planned 
giving to take advantage of what could 
be more favorable tax deductions in 
2017. 

The Milwaukee Art Museum, for in- 
stance, has sent out a letter to donors 
and noted the changes on its website. 
Marketing director Amanda Peterson 
said that some donors seem to be mov- 
ing up some previously planned contri- 


butions and making them ahead of the 
Sunday deadline because of the change 
in federal law. 

“On the smaller scale donations, we 
haven’t seen an uptick,” Peterson said. 
“On the larger individual gifts from our 
longtime supporters, (some) have shift- 
ed their donations.” 

The Milwaukee Repertory Theater is 
seeing a similar trend. 

“Milwaukee Rep has experienced 
some donors responding to the tax news 
by making their gifts for next year earli- 
er than normal, but the majority of our 
donors are giving their usual annual gift 
amounts,” chief development officer 
Chuck Rozewicz said. 


Republicans in Congress didn’t di- 
rectly eliminate or even reduce the fed- 
eral income tax deductions for charita- 
ble donations, which reduce taxes paid 
to the U.S. government by $41.5 billiona 
year. But their legislation could still 
have significant effects on nonprofits, 
particularly in the case of donors who 
aren't wealthy. 

As with any changes to the tax code, 
individuals and charities need to con- 
sult accountants or do their own re- 
search on how the new law will affect 
their specific situation. 

For churches, nonprofits and donors, 


See NONPROFITS, Page 12A 


Programming has been so popular that 
producers are discussing expanding content 


Dawn Yang (center right), the general manager of a TV show dedicated to the Hmong American community 
called “Nyob Zoo Milwaukee” on Channel 38, and her husband, Thay Yang, CEO of WHMG Media (center left), 
interview Don Cohen, vice president of Landmark Credit Union, at the Hmong New Year celebration held at the 
State Fair Park Expo Center. The credit union is a sponsor of the event. At right is videographer Soon Loh Vue. 
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Bruce Vielmetti Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 


USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


Barely more than a dozen episodes 
into its first season, Nyob Zoo Milwaukee 
TV is already nearing a kind of program- 


ming identity crisis. 


That’s a good thing since it means 
people have been watching — and caring. 

The show, which airs Friday nights on 
Channel 38, (with a rebroadcast on Sat- 
urday morning) is by, for and about the 
area’s Hmong American community. The 
response has been dynamic and one of 
the key questions facing producers going 
into 2018 is whether to shift more of the 


program from Hmong to English. 


“Were really trying to connect with 
viewers in their twenties and thirties, 
young professionals who watch and sup- 
port the show,” said Dawn Yang, the gen- 
eral manager of “Nyob Zoo Milwaukee,” 
which is pronounced “Nyaw Zhong”, and 


means hello in Hmong. 


The language question is a classic 
among immigrant communities, torn be- 
tween preserving culture while honoring 
elders, and staying relevant to second 
generations who are quickly assimilat- 


ing. 


explores, 


Yang and her husband, Thay Yang, a 


See SHOW, Page 12A 


Dawn Yang is the general manager of a TV show dedicated to the 
Hmong American community called "Nyob Zoo Milwaukee." 


New TV show 


Hmong concerns 
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Trump says 
Democrats 
must back 
border wall 


President sets conditions 
for keeping young 
immigrants in country 


David Jackson 
USA TODAY 


President Donald Trump demanded 
Friday that Democrats approve a border 
wall with Mexico and other programs to 
tighten immigration before he supports 
a program to protect young people 
brought into the country illegally as 
children. 

“The Democrats have been told, and 
fully understand, that there can be no 
DACA without the desperately needed 
WALL at the Southern Border and an 
END to the horrible Chain Migration & 
ridiculous Lottery System of Immigra- 
tion etc. We must protect our Country at 
all cost!” Trump said during a wide- 
ranging tweet storm. 

DACA refers to the Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals program, which 
protected hundreds of thousands of 
young people brought into the country 
illegally by their parents — a program 
Trump has vowed to end after March1 
unless Congress approves new border 
enforcement measures. 

Democrats say ending DACA willlead 
to deportations of productive young 
people. They also say Trump’s proposed 
wall along the U.S.-Mexico border will 
do nothing to stop illegal immigration. 

During his serial set of tweets, Trump 
also went after the postal service and 
Amazon. 

“Why is the United States Post Office, 
which is losing many billions of dollars a 
year, while charging Amazon and others 
so little to deliver their packages, mak- 
ing Amazon richer and the Post Office 
dumber and poorer?” Trump said. 
“Should be charging MUCH MORE!” 

Trump did not provide an economic 
analysis of his post office complaint, but 
it is worth noting that Amazon was cre- 
ated by Jeff Bezos — who also just hap- 
pens to own The Washington Post, a fre- 
quent target of Trump complaints about 
the media. 

Trump’s Friday morning tweets also 
complained about news coverage, this 
time regarding his low approval ratings. 

“While the Fake News loves to talk 
about my so-called low approval rating, 


See WALL, Page 12A 


Packers’ Adams gets rewarded 


The Packers signed receiver Davante 
Adams to a four-year, $58 million deal. 1C 
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Red Cross draws criticism 


Backlash builds against a Red Cross 
policy on deploying volunteers. 3A 
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